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Dreaches To Peanle 
| Where They Are 


By 
Gar nGAYLORD 


AY down in Arkansas Rey. Paul V. Gal- 
loway, pastor of the Forrest City Meth- 
odist Church, has, like the first Meth- 
bdist, John Wesley, taken to the highways and 
byways with his messages. A Gospel Trailer 
as made this possible. 


Rey. Galloway does not consider it sufficient 
for Methodism to erect houses of worship and 
invite people to come and worship. “I wanted 
he Gospel Trailer for two reasons,” this pro- 
gressive minister said—‘First: Because it is to 
reach people that have been scared religiously 
lof too much form and too expensive buildings 
where only the ‘well to do’ are at home. And, 
secondly: Because I wanted it convenient and 
cheap to handle and use. I can handle it my- 
self and do not need any help—and then when 
I allow others to use it I do not want a com- 
plicated trailer. I could have had a more ex- 


August, 1942 


Bishop Charles C. Selecman and Rev. Paul V. Galloway. 


# Bishop Selecman speaking from trailer platform at 
Forrest City, Ark., on day of dedication. Rev. Galloway 
listening. 


pensive one, but this is easier to use.” 
This enterprising pastor says he got the idea 


for the Gospel Trailer from noting the effect- 
-iveness of loud speakers at political meetings 
| and by observing sound trucks bringing various 
! messages to people in town and rural commun- 
| ities. 


His district superintendent, Dr. D. L. 
Dedman, of Forrest City, lent active assistance 
and Bishop Charles C. Selecman counseled with 
him in this project of reaching the unchurched 
in this unique way. 

Friends and acquaintances also caught the 
vision and, although the Rev. Galloway had 
originally planned to build the Gospel Trailer 
with his own resources, contributions came in 
ranging from $1.50 to $50.00 when the idea 
got into circulation. Senator and Speaker Max- 
well of the Tennessee Senate paid for the pub- 
lic address system as a memorial to his brother, 
Charles T. Maxwell. The Gospel Trailer is paid 
for and a substantial sum has been deposited in 
the bank for the purpose of buying printed 
literature to be distributed to the public at 
open-air services in street and countryside. Rev. 
Galloway’s official board voted to put $250.00 
into the Trailer project but found it unneces- 
sary in view of the flow of voluntary contribu- 
tions which came in from many sources. 

What this church is doing in so practical a 


(See page 354) 
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The EXPOSITO 


and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


A Journal of Practical Church Methods : 


The Patriotism of 
the “Pilgrim Fathers” 


Only One of Them Over Twenty-eight Years 
of Age. 
Psa. 16:6. “Yes, 1 have a goodly heritage.” ~ 

Patriotism is not a thing that belongs to mere 
shouting; it belongs to dreaming. It belongs 
to a conception of the origin of your> people 
the greatness of your own family life, the se 
curity that comes from reverence for God and 
fidelity to a holy trust. 

You and I glory in the fact that we belong 
to the American Republic. These United States 
of America had an origin as unique and ag 
wonderful as that which belongs to the Hebrews 
race. 

The men and women who came 300 yeai 
ago and gathered together on Plymouth Rock 
were a unique breed and a unique type. 

Only one of them was more than twenty+ 
eight years of age. a 

All of them were mortgaged up to the hilt. | 

They had not an axe, they had not a spades 
they had not a pick, they had not canvas for z 
tent, they had not a chest in which to put thé 
clothes, which was their owner : 

Everything they possessed was mortgaged 
every man and every woman among them wag 
bound hand and foot by obligation to mer+ 
chants who had lent them things at tremendouw: 
—at extravagant cost. 

But there they were, men and women wha 
had left a glorious heritage, a great tradition} 
because of a faith that burned within theis 
souls, because they were lovers of freedom} 
lovers of an open Bible.—John Gardner. 


This faith still burns in the hearts of Ameri 


cans. oad ; 
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j FOR YOUR CHURCH 


N a world upset by war, more and more 
A people are seeking solace and guidance 
hrough religion. They are turning to their 
thurches for help, and here they are finding 
his needed inspiration. 

_ The beauty and sanctity of the church service 
ecomes increasingly important in critical and 
incertain times. Thus many church leaders 
ire now transforming their churches, replacing 


old furniture and furnishings with that which 
is modern and beautiful. 

For generations, the American Seating 
Company has been privileged to provide pews 
and architectural woodwork for America’s 
churches. Today, this work goes on. And what 
has been done for other churches can be done 
for yours. Write us for full particulars today. 
Catalog sent upon request. 


or WORLD’S LEADERIN PUBLIC SEATING 
E Manufacturers of Church, School, Theatre, Auditorium, Stadium, and Trans- 
portation Seating e Branch Offices and Distributors in 73 Principal Cities 
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No. 16-D 
Streamlining in folding chairs—beautiful, com- 


fortable, durable, economical. An added feature 
of this chair is its beautiful emblem, omega 
combined with the cross, symbolic of Christ as 
the end and consummation of all things. 

This chair is made of pecan, a hard wood 
with a beautiful grain. Send for prices, with- 
out obligation. 

We manufacture a full line of Sunday school 
furniture. A number of the outstanding church- 
school buildings in America have been equipped 
with this furniture. 


Inquiries Will Receive Prompt Attention 


Standard School Equipment Co. 


Siler City. North Carolina 


SOUND 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


For All Age Groups 


Quarterlies for 
both teacher and 
classes and papers 
for weekly distribu- i 
tion. These recognize Ve S\s 
Christ in types and \W Qty 
prophecy all through \“ “&s 
the Old Testament and \ ~ 
recognize Him as the An- \“ 
titype all through the New ~ 

Testament. 


FREE Sample Pack on Application. 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


PORTABLE COMMUNION SETS 
for Army and Navy Chaplains 


Cc. M. ALMY & SONS, INC. | 
562 Fifth Ave., New York. N. Y. i 
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The Gospel Trailer 


(Continued from page 351) 


way in Forrest City, in order to carry the 
Gospel message to the masses, can be done by 
thousands of other churches also, as the cos 
has proven to be so little that any church in 
center can afford the equipment to duplicate 
this Gospel Trailer and serve the unchurchec 
with Gospel and song. The public address sys- 
tem cost $190.00 and consists of an R.CA 
amplifier, tubes and microphone and two Atla 
speakers that carry well for blocks. It is om 
of the best addres$ systems manufactured. 
turn table is on tle amplifier which enables th 
operator to play records of hymn music an 
song. $15.00 was spent for records by Rey 
Galloway. The Trailer itself cost $125.00. T 
has a pulpit and in case of rain there is a coye 
for the pulpit and amplifier space. A large um 
brella affords protection to the speaker whe 
needed. The Gospel Trailer complete represent 
a total expenditure of $330.00. 

The Trailer was dedicated on a downtow. 
open lot. It was a unique religious service. 
crowd estimated at six to eight hundred person 
assembled, people from homes and down-tow: 
streets of the city, drawn by the unusual ap 
of the event. Bishop Charles C. Selecman, 
siding Bishop of the Methodist Church in Okla 
homa and Arkansas, preached an inspiring an 
forceful sermon to a mixed but interested au 
dience. Following the sermon, the Bishop, unde 
the open sky, assisted by responses from 
large assemblage, dedicated the Gospel Traile 
to the service of Jesus Christ and the multi 
tudes. 


Street services and neighborhood services hay 
been conducted from the Trailer. Thousands ©: 
people have been reached and many of them ar 
folk who are not church-goers. Rev. Gallowa 
says: 

“The results will be far-reaching. I tried th 
apparatus out one day from my study—puttin 
the speakers out on the step entrance to m 
office. I played some hymns and announce 
that Christ was calling men from sin to highe 
living. Within thirty minutes a man came t 
my study asking for prayer and we talked abou! 
how God could save him.” 

Requests have been received by Rey. Gal 
loway asking about plans for the Trailer. Blu 
prints have been supplied the inter-denom 
inational Bureau of Architecture of the Hom 
Missions Council of North America. 


To miss reading the advertisements in thi 
issue of The Expositor may mean to miss t 
very information that you need. 
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and love the sinner? 


HERE is one character who, although 
standing among the shadows of the New 
Testament scenery, provides us with an il- 
inating demonstration of humanity’s ap- 
ach to Jesus. We meet this character only 
the Gospel of St. John, and there he is men- 
ned only three times. From the meager ref- 
nces to him we can gather that he was a 
wish Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin, 
elderly man and evidently well-to-do. But 
her than this we know nothing of him except 
r the three times when he came out of the 
adows and into the life of Jesus. His name 
s Nicodemus. 


A Teacher Come From God. 


Being a Pharisee and of high rank among the 
Ws, it was, of course, impossible for Nicode- 
us to associate openly with Jesus. And yet 
licodemus apparently knew enough about 
sus to admire him and to realize that he was 
man sent from God. And so we see him for 
e first time literally coming out of the shad- 
s to speak with the Master. He came by 
ght that his reputation and position might 
t be jeopardized through open association 
ith Jesus. 

Slipping up to the Master in the dark of the 
ght, this Pharisee said to him: “Rabbi, we 
ow that thou art a teacher come from God; 
r no one can do these signs that thou doest, 
cept God be with him.” It was unusual 
ough for a Pharisee to come to Jesus with a 
iendly attitude, but it was wholly surprising 
t a Pharisee to recognize Jesus as a teacher 
nt from God. But the nobleness of the con- 
ssion is obscured by the manner of his ap- 
oach. 

“How similar was this man, Nicodemus, to 
many people in our world today! Deep in their 


laverly, Iowa. 
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In the HEAT of the DAY 


ROBERT T. FAUTH 


Can we subscribe to, “Love your enemies,” before our associates? Can we hate the sin. 
Are we sincere NOW, unless we accept Christ’s admonition, 
“Except a man be born again?” 


hearts they know that Jesus was a great teach- 
er; they know that his teachings are of the 
highest type; they know that they should fol- 
low these teachings. Their confession of Jesus 
as Teacher is evidenced by their membership in 
the church. And yet among their friends they 
are almost inclined to apologize for their church 
membership. 


How often have these people said to their 
friends: ‘“We belong to this or that church... 
but we do not go very often.” It is almost as 
though, in the presence of their friends, they 
become ashamed of their association with the 
church, and in order to prove that, after all, 
they are real people, they add: “but we do not 
go very often.” 


In the same way, deep down in their hearts, 
these people know that the teachings of Jesus 
are meant for their lives, but yet when they 
are among their friends, out in the world, they 
feel that they must almost apologize for any 
connections which they might have with the 
teachings of Jesus. Whether they say it in so 
many words or whether they express it through 
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their actions, they are saying: ““O yes, we think 
that the teachings of Jesus are fine... but we 
cannot take them seriously—what would our 
friends say?” Do you see what they are doing? 
It is Nicodemus all over again. In their inner 
selves they recognize Jesus as the Master Teach- 
er, but for business and social reasons they must 
be careful not to associate openly with this man. 
Among such people, it may be all right to be 
members of a church so long as one is careful 
not to become too much of a Christian; for if 
that should happen, friends might begin to talk. 
... And Nicodemus came to Jesus by night. 

How many of us would say that Jesus was 
wrong when he said: ‘Love your enemies.” 
Surely all of us recognize the divine nobleness 
of that command. It is an ideal, at least, to 
which we would all subscribe. And yet, to- 
day, millions of people are saying: “But we can- 
not take that seriously now!” Millions of 
Nicodemuses, pledging loyalty to Jesus in the 
dark hours of the night, but in the light of 
day saying: ‘We cannot take him seriously 
now!” 


II. Shouting “Let Us Try Christianity.” 


We meet Nicodemus once again when Jesus, 
in the third year of his ministry, went to 
Jerusalem for the feast of the Tabernacles. 
The rulers were now Jesus’ avowed enemies, and 
they had called a meeting of the high court to 


devise ways of doing away with him. Nicodem- - 


us was present at that meeting, and a disciple 
deep in his heart but afraid to announce his 
faith openly, he merely raised a point of order: 
“Doth our law judge a man, except it first hear 
him and know what he doeth?” 

This was not a very brave statement for a 
man who had once secretly confessed that Jesus 
was a teacher sent from God. Now he was 
merely saying: “Let us not condemn this man 
without giving him a trial.” It was a_half- 
hearted, partial defense of Jesus, for it admitted 
the possibility that, perhaps, after all, Jesus was 
sent from God. 

It was very similar to a defense of Christian- 
ity which was quite popular several years ago 
and which we still hear today: ‘Christianity 
has not failed—it has never been tried.” 

I might cry out for the rest of my life: 
“Why doesn’t someone try Christianity?” And 
it would do no good unless I tried it myself. 
You might ask the same question; but it would 
mean nothing unless you try it yourselves. A 
million people could shout that same question 
until doom’s day, but it would do no good un- 
less they try it themselves. The Nicodemuses 
who urge that we do not rid ourselves of this 
Man and his teachings until we have given 
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fense of Jesus. 5 

How different Nicodemus would have ap 
peared in the light of history had he stood uy 
in that Jewish court and said: “I am a followe; 
of this Jesus, and I believe in him. I hay 
tried his teachings, and I know they are sound, 
Instead of that he stood up among his Jewisk 
brethren and asked: “Doth our laws judge ; 
man, except it first hear him and know what 
he doeth?” | 
Can we hear the Nicodemuses today asking 
Why not try Christianity?”—but never doing 
anything about it themselves? Are we not 
sometimes like that, looking to our neighbo: 
and wondering why he doesn’t try being : 
Christian in his conduct? And all the time we 
are sitting like judges and forgetting that the 
best witness for Christianity would be the ex 
ample which we would create were we opel 


= 
. 


and avowed followers of Christ’s teachings. 
III. Flowers For The Dead. ; 


Once again Nicodemus came out of the New 
Testament shadows; this time after the cruci 
fixion. When the body of Jesus was take 
from the cross, Nicodemus joined with Joseg 
of Arimathaea in giving the Lord’s body a king 
ly burial. 

Flowers for the dead! How often we hay 
heard that. How often we pay our tribute 
too late. Many a monument and many a flor 
wreath represent devotion and loyalty whi 
should have been expressed in other ways. Bu 
that is our human frailty. So often we pay ou: 
tributes too late. : 

And old Nicodemus, carrying the body © 
Jesus to the cave in the garden of Joseph, wa 
paying his tribute . . . too late. Perhaps as h 
walked along, bowed under that precious bur} 
den, he remembered that secret, night-time visi} 
to Jesus . . . and wondered why he did not g 
in the daytime openly. Perhaps he though 
of that day in the Jewish court when he weakl 
urged that Jesus be given a trial . . . and hoy 
he wished now that he had stood firmly in de 
fense of Jesus! But that had all passed nov 
and all he could do at this late hour was to pa 
this futile tribute to the One whom he shoul 
have followed as a disciple. ; 


them a trial are never very brave in their de 


eee 


IV. Except Ye Be Born Again. 


But Jesus, with his keen ability to se 
through men, analyzed Nicodemus the first tims 
he saw him. On that night when this Jewis! 
Pharisee stole out of the shadows to make hin 
confession to the Master, Jesus knew how weak 
Nicodemus was. As though he put no faith i 
all in that confession, and without so much 
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ee 
jommenting on it, Jesus answered him: “Ex- 
ept a man be born again, he cannot see the 
jingdom of God.” 
| In those words Jesus was telling Nicodemus 
hat it would never be enough to follow him 
js a great teacher. Jesus was a great teacher. 
ut he was more than that: he was the Son of 
bod who came to save mankind by preaching 
jepentance. Jesus did not come only to teach; 
ye came to change life. 
i But Nicodemus could not understand nor 
ollow that. He wanted to follow the teach- 
igs of Jesus, secretly, at night. And in the 
jaytime he wanted to stand, as before, in the 
ouncil of the Pharisees. 

But this halfway acceptance of Christ did 
ot work for Nicodemus, for after laying the 
ody of Jesus in-the cave, he faded again into 
lhe shadows and we hear no more of him. Nor 
ill this halfway acceptance of Christ work 
or us today. There is no secret approach to 
Christ. There is only the open, the daytime, 


CURE FOR 


better Christians. 


—D ROTHER o’ mine, in the ministry of God 
rT for the service of men, I say unto you 

that it is a commendable thing on the part 
yf your church and yourself as minister to see 
that your community is deaconized. It is not 
snly commendable; it is Christian. It will get 
ou results in ways many and miraculous. Let 
me elucidate, for I am coming to know where- 
of I write. The end is not yet, but we are on 
the way to seeing the results of a deaconized 
community. It looks as if the work will grow 
from more to more, until at last our deacons 
will cover the community as a certain celebrated 
paint is said to cover the earth. Or, reverting 
back to a familiar Scripture, we are working 
through the contact points of our deacons so 
that at last “the glory of the Lord will cover 
sur. community as the waters cover the sea.” 
[ have looked upon the sea and in this matter 
of covering it does a perfect job. I covet for 


Kansas City, Kansas. 
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- preachers. 


the all-out approach to the Master. 

We cannot slip up to Christ at night and 
whisper to him: “I want to follow you, but I 
cannot let this be known among my friends, or 
else they will take advantage of me, or laugh at 
me, or snub me. Let’s keep it quiet.” That 
approach failed Nicodemus, and it will not 
work for us. 

It will not do for us to say: “Everything 
would be all right if my neighbors would only 
be Christian.” We can never give Christianity 
a trial by urging it upon our neighbors; we can 
only give it a trial by practicing it ourselves. 

Nor can we afford to wait to pay tribute to 
Christ after it is too late. Nicodemus waited 
until Jesus had died; how tragic it is if Jesus 
must wait until we die! 

No, the way of Nicodemus cannot be the 
way for us. Let us put aside the secret, but 
popular, approach to Christ, and let us show 
him loyalty and devotion openly and without 
reserve. 


© K9 


Collapsed Loyalty 


FRED SMITH 


Kansas cities and towns need this treatment, and I surmise the rest of our country is not 
less in need of it. Make plans now to apply the treatment this fall. 
Here is a plan for a forward step. 


People want to be 


my deacons the same perfection. 

But many of the deacons with whom I have 
had acquaintance, direct or indirect, have not 
yet arrived at the perfect state. In fact, to use 
a Gladstonian simile they have not yet come to 
within a measurable distance of it. Perfection 
among deacons is a rarity, even as it is among 
Happy is. the minister who is ac- 
quainted with the rarity within his own church. 
More often he will find many who have a per- 
functory conception of the work and function 
of a deacon. While others are ready to tell you 
that they do not know what it is all about. 


Having gone thus far the next step is plain. 
Before you can do the commendable work of 
deaconizing the community you have to deacon- 
ize your deacons. They will need some instruc- 
tion. With rare exceptions they are willing to 
learn. The other name of deacons, in the first 
place, is disciples. Deacons are a teachable 
group, in the main. They were chosen for that 
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place because they are lovable men. But like 
the rest of all lovable men, barring exceptions, 
they are mixtures. Every deacon I have met 
so far, without exception, comes within this 
category. They are mixtures of loyalty and 
laziness. Some have other ingredients in their 
mixture, of which I will not here speak. In 
some people laziness is a sin; the sin. In most 
deacons I would not refer to it in this ugly 
way. With most of them laziness is a lapsed 
loyalty. The more nearly perfect the deacon 
the more I am, on occasion, to find that his 
supposed inactivity, which looks like tempo- 
rary laziness, is a collapsed loyalty. Lassitude 
has overwhelmed his soul. For the time being 
he is far spent, being weary with well-doing. A 
little rest, a little folding of the hands in sleep, 
and the tonic of encouragement will restore the 
brother back again to usefulness. 

But in many the disease is not so easily diag- 
nosed as this. The virtue of loyalty is shad- 
owed by the virus of laziness. Even the 
saintly Emerson declared that ‘“‘every man is as 
lazy as he can afford to be.” And, as Lamb 
said in another connection, all deacons are a 
little touched in this respect. That is to say 
the deaconizing of a deacon calls for the in- 
tensification of their loyalties to Christ and the 
Church so that from himself, as deacon, there 
is eliminated the spiritual hookworm of lazi- 
ness. 

To achieve this Godward goal two great 
avenues of approach are open. The pastor can 
dignify the office and direct the activity of the 
deacon. In this way with regard to the former, 
it is the custom in most churches for the dea- 
cong to assist in the observance of the sacra- 
ments. But, as a rule, this only calls for a por- 
tion of the total number. Few are chosen and 
the rest are nowhere. Here is a better way. If 
it be possible, arrange the table of the Lord’s 
Supper in such a way that the deacons in that 
service all sit around the table facing the con- 
gregation through all the service. Where there 
are churches that observe the sacrament every 
Sunday this may not be possible. But for others 
the fact that every deacon, at certain specified 
times, is in a place of dignity at such an im- 
pressive service dignifies the deacons. If the 
deacon is absent the empty chair behind the 
table is mutely eloquent of the fact. It will 
be found that deacons who are lukewarm in 
their attendance at sacrament, and there are 
such, soon prefer a better kind of eloquence of 
their own making. 

Then with regard to the direction of the ac- 
tivity of the deacons. This rests with the pas- 
tor, as a rule. Deacons often do not function 
effectively because they think of their work so 
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miscellaneously. Let the pastor locate the work 
for the deacon. In my parish we have the com- 
munity districted into seven districts. Each 
district is supposed to be in charge of one of 
the deacons of the church, with one deacon as 
generalissimo of the total group. Each deacon 
of a district is expected, often with the help 
of his wife, to keep track of who moves in and 
out of his district; who is sick, who needs 
special counsel from the pastor and to notify 
the pastor of these things. f 

Recently the church of which I have over- 
sight conducted a total parish visitation under 
this arrangement. This, in itself, brought good 
results. Out of this visitation came results 
that were very useful for a later visitation re- 
lating to the Every Member Canvass of the 
community. Slowly but surely the community 
is being deaconized. It is a good work well 
begun. A busy minister cannot do all these 
things alone. A community well deaconized is 
on the road to becoming a divine community, 
Try it, sensibly and persistently, and you will 
be surprised and spiritualized. 


Unemployment in the Church 


EDMOND H. BABBITT 
We ministers have a way of kidding our 


selves into thinking that we are doing 
good work and that taking our profes- 
sion as a whole we are a mighty efficient crow 
We float along on the memories of a crowded 
church on Easter Sunday and we take to heart 
the sweet compliments which some of the 
brothers and sisters give out after the services 
every Sunday. But as we look at ourselves 
more critically and over a longer period of time 
than the last year’s report, we have an arresting 
story. : 
Because I had a sneaking notion that this was 
the case, I took time to make a fifteen year 
analysis of the District of the Methodist Church 
in Michigan which I serve. This District is 
composed of six counties and includes 61 pas- 
toral charges (96 churches) in both rural and 
urban situations. What is true of this repre 
sentative District is doubtless true of evangeli- 
cal Protestantism in America. The results 
which we find as we study this particular 
guinea pig will be true of all the other guinea 
pigs which in any way resemble it. If this Dis- 
trict were all rural or all urban the results 
would be more limited but it is both and the 
churches range in size from a few members to 
1300 in a city of 200,000. 


District Supt., Grand Rapids Dist. 
Michigan Conference, The Methodist Church, 
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1. Let us look at the results we have in win- 
ing folks to Christ and the church. It is en- 
ouraging to know that last year in this District 
here were 962 baptisms and 1,243 persons 
qjoined the church. That sounds grand until 
e take out the lead pencil and begin to do a 
it of figuring. The membership of the Dis- 
rict last year was 15,837. This means that 
115,837 members plus 61 ministers had to work 
twelve months to win 1,243 persons to Christ 
jjand the church. Indeed that is not so good. 

2. What is worse is that this does not include 
the losses. While we received 1,243 new mem- 
bers we lost by transfer and otherwise 695. 
The net gain was thus 548. We lost 126% of 
what we gained in net increase or in other 
words for every person received at the altar of 
the church we lost a person and a quarter 
through indifference and inactivity—of course 
a few of these were lost by death and some 
transferred. 

3. When one reduces our gains to the num- 
ber of persons required to win one new disciple 
our record is anything but commendable for 
last year it required 13.1 members plus the min- 
ister to win one new person. If we figure only 
the net gain for the year then it required a 
year’s work on the part of 28.8 persons plus 
the minister to win one new member in net 
membership gain over the previous year. In 
1940 it required the same number of persons 
‘to win one and to make a net increase of one it 
required 23.4 members and the minister to 
work a year, 

_ 4. Looking back over the records for fifteen 
‘years it is readily seen that we have been losing 
ground regularly. In 1927 ten members won 
one new person, in 1930 it was 10.5 members, 

1935—-14.5 members, 1940—13.1 members to 
“win a new disciple. How far back this decline 
goes I do not know but certain it is that this 
was never typical of the Methodist Church 
‘during American pioneer days. Had the rate 
‘of increase been what it now is, the church 
would never have grown as it has. And we 
“may be sure that this was not the spirit of the 
early church. The persecuted Christians in 
Rome who transformed a hardboiled, pagan 
‘nation did not require the combined efforts of 
thirteen of them working a year to win one 
new Christian. At that rate Rome would still 
be pagan. I have been given to understand 
from the lips of a former member of the Com- 
munist Party in Russia that the requirements 
of the Soviets is that new disciples must be won 
every month or the member ceases to be a mem- 
ber of the party. If we ministers and our mem- 
bers were Communists we would have been 
kicked out of the party long ago. 
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The easy answer to this problem is to look 
about to certain social conditions and make 
them the scapegoat. We can blame the speed 
of modern life, the migration of people to the 
great cities, the coming of the auto and many 
other things. However, we will probably have 
to shoulder the blame ourselves. These things 
have come about because of our inefficiency. 
No doubt our liberal ideas of evangelism have 
had something to do with the above results. 
Let us not say that we need to get back to God 
—we need to go forward in methods and pas- 
sion of soul until we catch up with our Chris- 
tian forebears. 

A few other figures which we cannot evade 
stab us awake. Our losses have been terrific. 
What happened this last year in the loss of 685 
members while we gained 1,243 has been going 
on for a long time. In this District in fifteen 
years we have lost almost enough people to make 
another District about as large as this present 
one. In 1927 we had 12,306 members and in 
fifteen years we received 17,184 making a total 
membership of 29,490. If all members received 
had been retained in the active relationship that 
would be the size of the District with the ex- 
ception of those taken by death. The fact of 
the case is that our present membership is 
16,862. In this period of time we have lost 
12,628 members while we have been working 
hard to win 17,184. Is that plain good busi- 
ness? 

This problem which we face in our denom- 
ination is not unique with us. It is probably 
the problem of every major denomination in 
America. The March, 1942 issue of the Epis- 
copal magazine, THE WITNESS, carries a 
brief article by a rector on Long Island, New 
York, in which he writes: “Every year we take 
into the church by the front door of confirma- 
tion from thirty to fifty people; and we lose by 
the back door of indifference about half that 
number.” What church does not face this 
problem? What minister does not read these 
words and weep? 


Again the solution is not in finding some 
modern condition or way of life which we can 
blame. Let us take the blame ourselves first. 
Let us admit that these terrific losses come be- 
cause of poor cultivation of the new disciples 
we have won. For some time it has been the 
writer’s conviction that one of the major prob- 
lems of the average church today is that of un- 
employment. So many of our members are 
just sitters—they do nothing but come and sit 
and maybe pay something. Somebody else is 
always doing something for them. ‘They need 
to do things for themselves and grow thereby. 
They need to be employed in the church. 
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N an effort to have all necessary information 
immediately at hand for weddings, the writer 
has made three outlines of details in connec- 


tion with wedd'ng ceremonies. In the hope 
that they may be of value to other ministers, I 
am passing along these outlines. 


The first of these concerns the details that 
are to be covered when a young couple asks me 
to perform the wedding ceremony. It is well 
to have most of these details settled before ac- 
cepting the wedding finally. Sometimes the 
first request comes by telephone, so that it is 
all the more necessary to have these matters at 
hand. For a small house wedding, many of the 
questions need not be asked, but all are needed 
for a church wedding. I am giving these de- 
tails below in outline form, just as I have type- 
written them on a piece of paper which I have 
clipped in my pocket engagement book, so that 
I always have the information accessible. 

Details of Wedding 

Has either one been married before? 

How old are you? 

How long have you known each other? 


Do you have your parents’ consent? (Not 
always necessary to ask this.) 
Be sure to get the license in time. (This is 


necessary in many states due to the fact that 
the license cannot be used until a certain time 
after it is issued). 


The banns will be published in the church 


Rochester, N. Y. 
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Weddings 


HOWARD A. KUHNLE 


bulletin on the Sunday before the wedding. (1 
tell them this in order that they may not be) 
surprised when they see it). | 
Do you have a singer and organist? Also, 
speak about music. 
What attendants do you have? (All should 
be at the rehearsal). 
Maid of honor 
Bridesmaids 
Best man 
Ushers 
Father and mother of bride 
Flower girl, ring bearer. 
Date and time of rehearsal. 
Florist. | 
Do you want any reserved pews? 
Are you having one or two rings? 
All girls in the wedding party should have 
some type of head-covering. | 
Janitor should be paid. Organist should be 


paid, if church furnishes organist. 
Marriage Interview 


When the couple comes to arrange the de 
tails of the wedding, or at some other conven=_ 


ient time, even perhaps after the rehearsal, I : 
speak to them about the meaning of Christian | 


marriage. While the subject-matter to be coy=_ 


ered here is rather obvious, yet I sometimes use | 

: : ‘ Se ; 
the following outline, which I also have clipped | 
in my engagement book: 

Christian marriage is permanent. 

Love grows 

New family—children 

Religion—sometimes this is first, especially if 
it is a mixed marriage. 

Sex 

Finances 

Cautions 

Compatibility of temperament 

Don’t expect perfection 

Misunderstandings and disappointments 

Don’t try to reform one another 

Sarcasm. 

Future—I always want to be of help if pos- 
sible at any time. Always feel free to call 
upon me. 

Details of Rehearsal 

At the rehearsal for a church wedding, I first 
have a brief prayer for the couple to be wed. 
Next I ask for the license and have it signed, 
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unless this detail has been cated for. 

Then my practice is to tell each person in the 
wedding party what his duties are, subject to 
the wishes of the bride, of course, where there 
is room for difference of opinion or practice. 
After that, we actually go ahead with the re- 
hearsal, beginning with the ushering in of the 
bride’s mother and ending with the ushering 
out of the groom’s mother after the ceremony. 
The outline for the instructions at the rehearsal 
is as follows: 


Instructions at Rehearsal 
Ushers: 


1. Light the altar candles as soon as you 
come to the church. 


2. See that there is no confusion in the ves- 
tibule. 


3. Usher relatives and friends to the proper 
seats in the church. 


4, Determine, at rehearsal, if anyone is to be 
~ in the front pews besides parents. 


5. Place ribbons on pews, and place tempo- 
rary floor covering (if to be used). 

6. When bride arrives, head usher escorts 
groom’s mother to first pew on right and 
then bride’s mother to first pew on left. 
No one else is ushered in. When bride’s 
mother is seated, that is the signal to the 
organist. 


7. Set pace and type of step. 
8. After ceremony, same head usher takes 


out bride’s mother first, and then groom’s 
mother. 


9. Other women in first pews may also be 
escorted out by ushers, although this is 
usually not done. 


Order of bridal party, going up the aisle: 


Ushers 

Bridesmaids, side by side 
Maid of honor (alone) 
Flower girl (if there is one) 
Bride on father’s right arm. 


Order after ceremony: 


Bride and groom 
Flower girl 
Maid of honor 
Bridesmaids 
Ushers. 


Best man and pastor go down side aisle or re- 
turn to sacristy. (Some brides want best man 
to go down center aisle with maid of honor, 
but this is not recommended). 

- Distance between each group: 
' Four beats apart, except between bride and 
maid of honor (or flower girl), where it is 


August, 1942 


eight beats. 

Distance can also be figured in number of 
pews instead of beats of music. 

Pastor, groom, and best man go to sacristy 
before ceremony. 

If there is no sacristy, they would use side- 
aisle while bride is going up center aisle. 

Order from sacristy: best man, groom, pas- 
tor. This may be reversed. 

First plan if they go from sacristy into chan- 
cel. 

Second plan, if they go into nave. 

Best man has ring and produces it at proper 
time. 

If there are two rings, maid of honor also has 
ring. 


Bride’s father: 

Bride on your right arm, going up aisle, 

After reaching front and giving bride to 
groom, go to pew beside your wife. 

Giving bride to groom: Groom takes bride’s 
right hand in his right hand and draws it 
through his left arm. (Alternative: Bride 
places right hand in hand of pastor who places 
her right hand in right hand of groom). They 
remain arm in arm until time to place ring on 
her finger. 

No need to say “I do.” (In our ceremony, 
the action is enough without using the words.) 

After ceremony, step into aisle so that your 
wife can be ushered out. 

Mothers of bride and groom: 

Stand when wedding march begins. This will 
indicate to congregation that they are to rise. 

Go far enough into pew to leave room for 
your husband. 

On way out, no one is to walk with you 
(your husband follows you and usher). 

Organist and soloist: 

Place for songs 

Selection of songs 

The two wedding marches 

Place for singer to sit. 

Bride and groom: 

You have a few sentences to say. I will give 
you exact words at proper time. 

Bridal kiss follows benediction. 

Only bride and groom kneel at altar (not 
maid of honor and best man). 

Bride does not take part in rehearsal, but pro- 
vides a substitute. Bride watches and directs. 

If bride has veil, do not lift veil before bridal 
kiss. Maid of honor may help lift veil and 
help with train. 

Bride goes up to altar on groom’s arm. 

The entire wedding party says the Lord’s 
Prayer. This will indicate to congregation to 

(See page 380) 
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The Editors Columns | 


e 


Old, Old Question 


O columns of The Expositor, over a 

twenty year period, have brought as much 

reader reaction through the mails, as the 
Editorial Columns in the July issue. 


That is quite natural. The Expositor has 
steadfastly refused to be drawn into controver- 
sial matters or to speak upon controversial sub- 
jects. That has been publication policy. The 
Expositor is devoted to church methods and ad- 
ministration. 


The July editorials, however, have brought 
such a lively flow of letters as to lead me to feel 
that to add to the tang of editorial life open 
questions might well receive more consideration. 


I simply state fact when I say that a much 
larger proportion of reader reaction was ‘‘for” 
active support and little counterwise. And I 
state this fact not to strengthen or support the 
editorial position but to indicate that returns 
run very close to the returns of the Gallup Poll 
on the question as to the pastor’s position in 
these dark days. 

Without comment, that Poll speaks for it- 
self, and for the American ministry. The Gal- 
lup survey represents a rather pretentious cross- 
section of Protestant ministers from all the 
major denominations. I now quote, “In gen- 
eral, what attitude do you think the Church 
should take toward the war?” 

“The majority of clergymen interviewed, 
about six in ten, took the position that the 
Church should support the war and give full 
cooperation to the Government in the war 
effort. 

“Most of the ministers taking this point of 
view explained that whereas the Church opposed 
war, it feels justified in supporting an all-out 
war effort because this is a ‘religious conflict,’ 
a war to preserve religious freedom. 

“A second large group of clergymen takes 
the attitude that the Church can aid the war 
effort in a somewhat more indirect fashion— 
that is by giving spiritual strength to the people 
and maintaining morale. 

“The next main facet of opinion—is that the 
Church should be the crucible in which is forg- 
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ed a just and lasting peace. —the clergyman’s 
main effort at this time should be to pave the 
way for a Christian peace and to guard against 
the development of hate and revenge complex- 
es in his congregation. 

“Finally, a small number, about one in every 
fifty, say that the Church should be loyal to 
the Government but ‘must oppose war as an 
evil’.” 

These general statements presented by George 
Gallup, Director of the American Institute of 
Public Opinion, cannot terminate a controversy 
which has flared through the ages. They are, 
however, of interest to all ministers. | 


On Reading Sermons 


One of the preacher’s regular tasks is the 
preparation and delivery of sermons. It is not 
an easy task, and requires considerable medita- 
tion, prayer, study and preparation. Few out- 
side the ministry realize the amount of self 
discipline which the preacher must exercise. 

There are times when the fountain of in= 
spiration runs dry. There are times when the 
preacher “gets into a rut” and keeps harping 
on the same theme. There are times when 
becomes habitual in the use of certain phrases 
and forms of expression. There are times when 
he actually loses touch with his people. These 
and other danger signals will keep the preacher 
constantly examining himself. . 

There are many ways of overcoming these 
things. Sometimes one may be used, and some- 
times another. One of the good ways is by 
reading sermons of other preachers. 

In the Seminary where I studied, a professor 
advised us not to purchase volumes of sermons. 
Some professors still give that advice. Their 
reason seems to be that the young preacher 
is likely to purloin a sermon. This does not 
seem to be good advice. Students should be 
taught how properly to read and study the 
sermons of other preachers. ; 

All the learned professions have their journals. 
No member of a profession would be without 
at least one good journal dealing with his in- 
terests. Other men solve problems; other men 
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ake discoveries; other men do things; and re- 
ilts, methods and ideas are passed along to 
thers. This learning continues. Cooperation 
sults in achievement. 

Preachers ought to do more of that. Not all 
re gifted in the same way; not all have the 
ime talents. But men do learn; men do serve; 
1en do discover new ways and methods. The 
yurnals of the clergy become important media 
or the exchange of these and other things. 

I have just finished reading a lot of sermons. 
Jere a new idea seemed to stand out clearly; 
here a neat turn of phrase greeted me; at an- 
ther time I learned how a man could use 
imple language and vivid illustration to con- 
ey profound spiritual truth. It was a very 
rofitable time I spent with those sermons, each 
y a different man. 

I believe every preacher could profit in his 
reaching by giving some time on occasion to 
eading sermons by other preachers, and es- 
yecially preachers from denominations other 
han his own. After all, one does not gather 
srapes of thorns or figs of thistles. Physicians 
tudy medicine; lawyers study law; and 
sreachers ought to study sermons. 


—wW. R. Sregart. 
In Good Faith 


"HE American Revolution was not simply a 
movement for separation of the colonies 
"from England. It was an affirmation against 
all other affirmations to the contrary that man is 
1 soul with a body, who therefore must be free 
—not primarily for the sake of his body, but 
for the sake of his soul. 

In his soul is his creativeness, his great pow- 
ers of imagination and conception. In his soul 
the capacity for faith, hope and love. In his 
soul reside the inalienable rights of which the 
Declaration of Independence speaks. 

- The body is the medium through which the 
soul finds expression. All of this is true of 
man as such, not of some men in particular. 
Wherefore, rights must be equal and for all. So 
the Declaration of Independence proclaims and 
so the Constitution provides. This is the truth, 
once firmly grasped, that makes persecution of 
man by man unthinkable and revolting. 

This knowledge of the soul as the distinguish- 
ing characteristic of man, and our insistence 
that governments, schools, economic and social 
arrangements exist for its welfare—this is the 
essence of what we call “the American way of 
life.” 

“Tt is a conception of life that is religious. It 
grew up in a day when men were religious and 
the Bible was the handbook of the American 
people. 
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Totalitarianism is a counter-revolution 
against the American way of life. Its theory 
is anti-religious. It regards man as an animal 
without a soul at all and therefore without 
essential rights. It scorns pity and mercy, 
truth, justice and love. Why shouldn’t it? 
These are qualities of the soul, and totalitarian- 
ism has banished the soul. 


When will we become alert to these things 
and understand that democracy and liberty do 
not live of themselves but by the power of God 
in the souls of men? There is a time for all 
things and this is the time for Christians to 
teach this truth. 


—William C. Kernan. 


How We Live 


RADUALLY, yet slowly it seems, we are 
facing the problems that economic rela- 
tionships present to religion. The day is 
passing when men say that religion is purely a 
personal matter and an affair of Sunday. We 
are learning that a man’s life is one, and that all 


his relationships must be considered in connec- 
tion with the man. 


I think pastors should visit mills, factories 
and places of trade. I think they should visit 
places of recreation and places called “places of 


recreation.” A clearer picture of how men live 
and work is thus obtained. 


Recently I visited an advertising agency. 
The men were church men; one was the son 
of a pastor. Among the accounts on which 
they were working, I noticed liquor accounts. 
Asking about these, I was told they were good 
accounts, and then the means of advertising 
were explained to me. It was a strange situation 
and required some thought. When I asked why 
they handled such accounts, I received this an- 
swer, “You preachers do not always realize how 


people must earn their living.” I wonder about 
that. 


One day I met a Sunday School superintend- 
ent who sold bar room and tavern supplies. 
And so I could illustrate, and so could others 
illustrate. 


Men will never be converted until the con- 
version penetrates their lives. And that means 
their entire lives—seven days in the week, 
twenty-four hours a day. The social Gospel 
and the individual Gospel are one. Moral man 
must learn to live in a moral society. 


—W. R. Siegart. 


Blessings increase in value as they disappear. 
Among these are valued religious publications. 
Support them now while you have them. 
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and ACT. 


Hymn Books Dedicated 

MINISTER: Unto Almighty God, our Cre- 
ator and Benefactor, to whom praise is most 
justly due— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book of Christian 
Worship and Praise. 

MINISTER: Unto Jesus Christ, Son of God 
and Son of Man, whose coming into the world 
was heralded with a song— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book for His 
service in this Church. 

MINISTER: Unto the Holy Spirit, under 
whose light and inspiration these hymns have 
been written— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book with a 
prayer that the same inspiration may fill our 
minds and hearts as we sing. 

MINISTER: With deep gratitude to all 
authors and composers whose labors and spiritual 
insight are recorded on these pages— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book with sin- 
cere appreciation. 

MINISTER: With thanksgiving for the 
memories that cluster about the good old hymns 
of the Church and for the new hymns that are 
included— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book unto Thee, 
O Lord. 

MINISTER: With the hope that the use of 
this book will bring a new enrichment in our 
worship, a new experience of joy in our devo- 
tion, and a new sense of power in our as- 
semblies— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book in faith, 
O Lord. 

MINISTER: To the end that the singing 
of these hymns may bring comfort, joy, and 
peace to many souls— 
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AT WORK 


A man may differ from us in Method of work, or the inter- 
pretation of Principle, yet do us a service by merely expressing 
himself, if such expression causes one to think, express oneself, 


PEOPLE: We joyfully dedicate this book 
unto such service, O Lord. 

MINISTER: To the end that the singing 
of these hymns may inspire in us a new loyalty 
to the world-wide expansion of the Kingdom of 
God— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book unto Thee, 
O Lord. 

MINISTER: To the end that the singing 
of these hymns may give us a sense of oneness 
with all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sine 
cerity— j 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book unto Thee, 
O Lord. ; 

MINISTER: To the end that the singing 
of these hymns may make our hearts tender and 
our minds alert in responsiveness to all human 
need— 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book unto Thee, 
O Lord. 

MINISTER: To the end that the singing 
of these hymns may serve well in the increas= 
ing of the knowledge of the Lord and in the 
building of Christian character— : 

PEOPLE: We dedicate this book in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

—William Earl La Rue, Pastor, 
Takoma Park Baptist Church, 
Washington, D.C. 


Small Audiences 

Every pastor is familiar with the “empty 
pew” hazard in our Churches, especially during 
the warm summer months, and when the empty 
pews extend from the front to the near-last 
rows, it becomes more of a hazard to the man 
in the Chancel and pulpit, who yearns to impart 
a spiritually helpful message to those who have 
come “seeking.” 

Both ushers and pastors know that request- 
ing the rear-seat-sitters to move forward does 
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ot bring results, so the idea“of roping off the 
eat half of the seats on Saturday appeared an 
xcellent one to the writer. Walking into a 
church on Sunday morning recently, we found 
ape fastened over the pew-ends of the last 10 
ows of pews, giving the impression that the 
eats were reserved for special guests, and the 
faithful comers” were all seated well forward. 
When the service was over, we found the seats 
till closed, and no one had been requested to 
‘move forward” during the service, and the 
pecial guests who should have attended the 
ervice will probably find the seats waiting their 
eturn from vacations, etc. 


A Prayer 


Our Father, bless our dear ones who are ab- 

ent from us this day. Especially do we pray 
or those in the armed forces, on land and sea, 
nd in the air; for those in work camps and 
yrisons in testimony against all war; for the 
multitudes of military prisoners; for men, 
women and children in evacuation and concen- 
ration camps throughout the world. 
' Protect all these from harm. Deliver them 
mn temptation. Grant to them inmost peace, 
inwavering courage and a buoyant hope. Bring 
hem safe home in due time. And grant to 
shy world such victories of righteousness as will 
snsure a lasting peace. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


Top Age Limit For Army Chaplains 
is Raised 
The Chief of Chaplains has just sent word 


o denominational offices announcing that all 
slergymen who have not yet reached their 50th 
birthday can apply for chaplaincies in the 
Army. 

However, all men between the ages of 45 
and 50 will be kept in the Reserve Corps. They 
will be called for active duty if and when it 
becomes necessary. 

In the Navy the top age limit for chaplains 
remains 44 years. 


The Preacher’s Doorknob 
This booklet of 58 pages, cloth bound, by 


L. M. Zimmerman, is made up of little stories 
on the biggest subject known to man, viz., the 
consecrated pastor’s relation to those who turn 
bis doorknob, 

There are 22 gems, made from the facts of 
life as they come to the pastor-preacher’s door- 
step in the form of needy human souls. Reading 
any one of them will cause you to ponder the 
greatness of the pastor's responsibility and his 
privilege to wear God’s shoes in ministering to 
mankind. 
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DRAMA — 


DARWIN X. GASS 


It is not too early to begin thinking about 
the winter schedule of dramatic events in the 
local Church. Shall we include plays for 
strictly entertainment purposes? Shall we put 
Thanksgiving Day on the drama schedule? 
What about Christmas? Undoubtedly many 
groups will be confronted with abnormal cir- 
cumstances this year. With more and more war 
activities pressing themselves upon us, and tak- 
ing others out of the community, time and 
available talent may be at a premium in num- 
erous Church groups. This is all the more rea- 
son for beginning early to check-up on what 
things are within the realm of the possible. 
The availability of transportation to rehearsals 
will have to be taken into consideration. 


Abnormal problems should not, however, be- 
come an excuse for inactivity. We must keep 
the home fires burning. We must keep virile 
those things for which some of our number 
will die. Sugar and tires may be rationed for 
the duration; but not so Christianity and all 
that flows from it. Drama has a strong right 
arm! Let us use it! 


In striving for better Church drama, it is 
well to develop a broad perspective. The theo- 
logian studies the history of theology. He has 
in the background of his thought that which 
has gone before. Such knowledge becomes for 
him a tool equipping him to interpret truth for 
his age; paving the road to future progress. In 
the realm of the theatre, for gaining perspect- 
ive, we suggest New Theatres for Old by Mor- 
decai Gorelik (Samuel French, $4.50). It is a 
big book in physical measurements, content, 
and price. It is also very readable from the 
standpoint of typography and style. Mr. Gore- 
lik believes that the purpose of dramatic tech- 
nique is “‘to influence life by theatrical means.” 
Beginning at the beginning, he takes the reader 
through Baroque, Romantic, Naturalistic, and 
the more recent types of technique. “Theatre,” 
he writes, in the closing chapter, “is entering 
on a long struggle to maintain its integrity and 
freedom of thought, to hold on to its sacred 
duty of clarifying life. In the effort to remain 
clear in judgment, it will reach its greatest 
moral sensitivity, its most scientific accuracy, 
its most stirring imagination. It will rally 
around it devoted audiences who will share with 
it the most sublime of all experiences—that of 
learning truly from life.” There are illustra- 
tions, glossary, bibliography, and index. You 
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will like the volume and find it helpful. 

Most directors of Church drama have work- 
ed at one time or another under practically 
every conceivable type of handicap. Scenery 
and proper lighting equipment are often on the 
list of “things missing.” Jf the materials can 
be obtained—and if they are sufficiently want- 
ed, a way will be found—there are probably 
several young men in the group who could 
make an acceptable set of scenery. What is more, 
they would probably enjoy making it. This 
writer recalls college days when, on several 
occasions, he worked with scenery—remodelling 
and painting—all through the night. The job 
would be either finished or put aside in time to 
take a shower and dress for breakfast. The only 
reward was his name on the program and sey- 
eral points toward the privilege of securing the 
official pin of the dramatic club. He still wears 
that pin. Young people enjoy doing things. 

Church groups cannot afford many sets. It 
is for that reason that Scenery Simplified by 
Glenn R. Webster and William Wetzel (Eld- 
ridge Entertainment House, $1.50) is an es- 
pecially worthwhile volume. It contains step 
by step procedure for building a plug-unit set. 
By a plug-unit set is meant a set in which many 
of the flats contain an opening in which can be 
inserted a door, a window, or the opening can 
be plugged to provide a solid flat. Thus the set 
can be adapted to a host of different plays. The 
authors have even gone to the trouble to pro- 
vide mill lists, and tell what to cut from each 
piece of lumber in order to eliminate waste. 
There is a section dealing with the work of the 
back-stage crew. 

Home-Built Lighting Equipment by Theo- 
dore Fuchs (Samuel French, $2.50) contains 
diagrams and instructions for building lighting 
equipment ranging from footlights to switch- 
boards. The construction can be carried out 
in the average shop that is fairly well-equipped. 
Wood is the principal medium of construction. 
Although it is better, if financially possible, to 
secure commercial equipment, the instructions 
are here available for any who will take the 
time to build those things which would other- 
wise not be available. 


What Price Drama 


The emergence of the professional in the 
Greek theatre-drama of the fifth and fourth 
centuries B.C, was a recognition that the artist- 
laborer is worthy of his hire—or his prize. It 
has been true ever since. But whereas it is 
perfectly natural that financial reward, or 
maintenance, should be allowed the skilled arti- 
san, it is significant that the amateur principle 
—artistic creation for the love of it—has been 
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the motivation of dramatic productiveness 
through all the centuries. 3 
“Professional skill” has come to mean com~ 
petence and a high standard of performance, 
just as “amateurish” is now a synonym for shal= 
low shoddiness and pretentious incompetence. 
It is not, primarily, because the professional is 
paid a price for his work and the amateur is” 
not. It is because the professional pays th 
price of intelligent, unremitting effort to per 
fect his art. He has to—or fail, lose his job. ~ 
The amateur who is willing to pay this price 
of invested time and labor can become as com 
petent as the professional—granting initial, in— 
herent ability. Would that our church am- 
ateurs could witness a professional cast work 
ing six to ten hours a day, for weeks on end 
If professionals, to acquire their proficiency, 
must needs go through such incredible repeti-= 
tions, practice and even more practice, how cam 
amateurs hope to do even passing well with a 
few hastily snatched, begrudged evenings? 
Church groups want the result of good drama 
without being willing to pay the price of the 
causes. It is for us, who love drama because 
what it can do for the Kingdom of God, to 
exalt our profession as amateurs. The better 
a religious drama is as a play, the better it is 
as religion. In consecrating the dramatic art 
to spiritual ends, we should scorn to give any= 


thing but our best. 
Field, The Presbyterian Tribune 


Priorities : 
Ministers planning the purchase of equipme 
for Churches, or remodelling, will be interest 
in the following bulletin, made available 
through the Interdenominational Board " 
Architecture: : 
Priorities. The War Production Board Order 
L-41, April 9, 1942, we believe represents 
rather established policy of the Government, 
Construction seems to be rather freely in t 
hands of the Director of Priorities, who will 
represented by the F.H.A. field offices. We a 
eager now to know of any results where t 
local churches have applied for a certificate 
begin the construction of needed church build- 
ing or improvements. Thus precedents for 
further work may be established. ? 
Conservation Order L-41, issued by the War 
Production Board, April 9, 1942, provides 
(among other items) : } 
1. Residential work costing less than $500 
may be undertaken. ‘ 
2. Residences damaged or destroyed by fire, 
flood, tornado, etc., may be replaced. — 
3. Construction other than residential, the 
(See page 380) 
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E healed many:”—so John Mark sum- 
marizes the events of a day in the life 
of Jesus. It has been a busy Sabbath 
a the city of Capernaum nestlin g on the north- 
n end of Galilee in the Lebanon mountains 
om the ancient city of Damascus in Syria. 
esus-had taught in that synagogue built by a 
oman whose ruins still stand with stones 
hiselled with a peculiar hodge podge of Jewish 
nd Roman decorations. The service had been 
udely interrupted by a wild man crying aloud 
o the visiting preacher, and the man had been 
ealed of his insanity to the amazement of the 
yorshippers. When Jesus went into church, 
omething always happened: when men with the 
pirit of Jesus attend church, something always 
appens: and that something is always for the 
dyvancement of the kingdom of God, and for 
he definite good of men. When the service 
ras concluded, Jesus, with James and John, 
rent to dinner at the home of Simon Peter and 
indrew. Peter’s wife’s mother was ill with a 
ever. Jesus healed her. She arose from the 
ed, and attended to the duties of the house- 
old. At the hour when the Palestinian sun 
ras dropping out of sight over the barren hills 
o the west, the little town brought before the 
oor of that home in which Jesus was a guest, 
ll the folks who were ill, those physically ill, 
hose mentally ill. In the background stood the 
riends and loved ones of the sick, the curious, 
he entire population of the village. And Jesus 
ealed many. So the day ended. Here as else- 
rhere the sentence of the New Testament 
oubtless applies: ‘“‘Jesus healed all who were 
1 need of healing.” 

The healing ministry of our Master occupies 
large part of the four Gospels. It is empha- 
zed constantly. Jesus Himself calls specific 
ftention to it. He sends forth His disciples 
» continue the work He has begun, saying to 
nem definitely, “Heal the sick.” But it is the 
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part of the Gospel which the modern man 
passes by with little or no attention. If his 
attention is called to it, he merely shrugs a 
shoulder, and says: “Relic of an ancient day 
when we had no physicians, no research, no hos- 
pitals, that sort of thing should be passed over 
today, for the need of it is gone.” 


I am not so sure of it. The question may 
well arise, “Does Christianity heal men and na- 
tions?” Let me make three observations on 
such a question that are not only pertinent, but 
which are at the same time so true in their 
simplicity that hardly anybody would dare to 
dispute them. 

Here is the first observation: ‘““To the ques- 
tion as to whether Christianity heals men and 
nations, we must reply, we wish that it did, for 
there is much, oh, so much healing that needs 
to be done. It is a torn, slashed, bleeding world, 
with many torn, slashed, bleeding people in it; 
and the world and its people alike need healing. 
In one of his inspiring books, Archer Wallace 
observed that if we knew all there is to know 
about anyone, even though they may have in- 
jured us, we would cease to be angry, and be- 
gin to forgive. When somebody wrote to David 
Smith, who for many years answered personal 
problems in the British Weekly, asking how to 
deal with cranks, he replied: “Never be un- 
kind to anyone—not even a crank. When you 


‘are about to crush someone who has annoyed 


you, look before you do, and see what you are 
about to do, you won’t do it. In attacking a 
crank, you may be striking a wounded animal.” 
We refrain from striking a cripple because his 
affliction is noticeable; indeed we never think 
of injuring anybody we know to be in sorrow. 
But there are many people whose grief and 
pains are not manifest, whose wounds are in- 
visible, and we often speak with an ignorance 
and a hurry that is intensely cruel. 

A wounded world with so many wounded 
people. When the youthful, enthusiastic 
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prophet Zechariah went forth into the work to 
which God commissioned him, he found the 
going rough. In one of the later passages from 
his prophecy comes the questions: ‘What are 
those wounds in thine hands?” The answer is 
one that many men might truthfully make: 
“Those with which I was wounded in the house 
of my friends.” These are the deepest wounds; 
the wounds that take the longest to heal; and 
pain fiercest while unhealed. That was the 
mortal wound of Julius Ceasar in the Forum, 
as he spied an erstwhile friend holding the 
bloody dagger: “And you, too, Brutus?” That 
was the cry from the heart of aged David when 
his blows came from those with whom he 
had in earlier days worshipped in the temple 
of God. That was the pathos of Gethsemane 
with Jesus when he said to Judas: “Betrayest 
thou the Son of Man with a Kiss?” We eagerly, 
wistfully hope and pray for Christianity to 
bring healing to the hearts of men and to the 
souls of nations, for much healing is needed to- 
day. 

Here is the second observation on the ques- 
tion as to whether Christianity can heal men 
and nations: “Christianity does not appear to 
cope successfully with many situations that 
ought to lie within its special province.” 

The chairman of the investigating commit- 
tee regrets to report that Christianity has often 
been impotent to heal the breaches between na- 
tions, even when the nations involved both call 
themselves Christian. The pages of history re- 
veal the astounding fact that instead of religion 
preventing wars and bloodshed, that the blood- 
iest battles have been waged between peoples, 
both of whom earnestly and sincerely believed 
that they were doing the will of Christ to fight 
as hard and as long as they fought. We need 
not go farther back than a half century to se- 
cure an illustration of this truth; and we need 
not look beyond the borders of the United 
States. Read the sermons preached in the South 
and in the North by the ministers from 1861 to 
1865, and observe the statements contained 
therein, 

The chairman of the investigating committee 
regrets to report that Christianity has ofen 
proven itself impotent to bring healing between 
groups of men and women who ought to be 
healed. This is not untrue in politics, be the 
arena that of a city, a state or the nation. Every 
man nominated for the highest office in the gift 
of the American people has paid lip service to 
Christianity at least, and usually his Christian- 
ity goes far deeper; and yet listen to the un- 
kind and untrue things said during the cam- 
paign that pull folks apart, and create breaches 
between groups that are never entirely healed. 


Page 368 


* 


This is not untrue in those realms of life where 
the economic struggle arrays group against 
group, sometimes called capital and labor, and 
sometimes called something else, sometimes one 
division of labor against another division, and 
sometimes one aspect of capital against another; 
and the economic loss because of such wound- 
ing has been almost great enough to pay the 
bigger part of eur national debt, to say noth- 
ing about the deeper and more enduring loss 
that can never be reckoned in dollars. 

This is not untrue in the realm of religion. 
There is too much enmity between the different 
divisions of the church. There is too little love 
between leaders in the church; and the conten- 
tion between churches and church leaders is 
sometimes so sharp, and so bitter that the entire 
progress of the kingdom of God is halted while 
men selfishly and sinfully fight each other, and 
bystanders are not only covered with blood, but 
feel often the heavy blows struck by Christian 
against Christian, and wonder whether we are 
really Christian, and wonder ourselves too, that 
we can easily settle the question for ourselves by 
watching our attitude towards people around 
us. ‘““We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren.” And 
if, instead of looking for the best in people, we 
suspect the worst and criticize their faults. 

The final observation on the question as to 
whether Christianity can bring healing to men 


.and nations turns the spotlight away from 


Christianity and upon ourselves. It makes us 
say: “We have been too attentive to other 
things, and we have never really given Chris- 
tianity a fair chance to heal the hurts that men 
and nations feel.”” When a fashionable physician 
was called to see a society lady who was entirely 
too ample (had she not been in society, it 
would merely be, too fat), he carefully pre- 
scribed a reducing diet. He saw her again in 
fourteen days. She weighed nine pounds more 
than the fortnight of her previous visit with 
the physician. The physician was puzzled: 
“Did you follow the diet that I gave you?” She 
replied, “Yes, doctor, I followed it exactly.” 
He pondered for some minutes of silence, and 
then an idea struck him: “Did you eat any- 
thing else?” She replied, ‘Nothing whatever, 
doctor, except my regular meals.” Many of us 
have been acting this way in the realm of the 
heart and soul. We have had Christianity pre- 
scribed as a diet that brings healing to all the 
hurts and wounds, and pains that men and na- 
tions suffer. We have taken it as a diet, more 
or less regularly. But we have been eating our 
regular meals of bickering and jealousy and 
underhand tricks, and lying and greed, and 
brutality; things that must not go with the diet 
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ing to certain goals as worthy of living for and 
of dying for as well. 

In the heat of the present conflict it may be 
almost too much to ask that men be rational, 
yet never was there a time when cool heads and 
accurate information were needed more. Cer- 
tainly some persons are capable of thinking even 
amid confusion and, if we are to have wise 
leadership, it must come from them. Men 
who lose their bearings—who do not know 
actually what issues are at stake or what ob- 
jectives truly are to our mutual benefit, are lost, 
no matter what responsibilities may have been 
given them. 

In the eighth chapter of John, Jesus had been 
speaking to a people who thought themselves 
free when, as a matter of fact they were a 
subject people, both politically and spiritually. 
Despite this, they held to their illusions of 
grandeur. They were certain that they had 
nothing to learn. Criticism was treason. Every 
critic should be silenced at least and, better still, 
destroyed. Actually the killing of Christ did 
not solve their problem at all. But they were 
thinking wrongly and so acted wrongly, inevi- 
tably. 

From the statements of the several great na- 
tional leaders one is impressed by the similarity 
of their problems: their hardships, their fears, 
their ambitions, their egoism. Unanimously 
positive that, if they but crush “the enemy,” all 
their problems will be solved. After them, a 
billion patriots time their patriotism to that 
period when national problems lead men _ to 
overt homicide. If the righting of injustices 
were, undertaken by patriots of peace before 
feelings reached the white heat, would this not 
be a much finer service to one’s country? The 
best leadership is shown, not by effective homi- 
cide, but in the solution of problems without it. 

Behind the present carnage is a conflict of 
opinions. Each nation champions certain ideol- 
ogy and condemns that which appears to con- 
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flict. In war, when one nation wins she con 
siders her opinions vindicated and punishes th 
rival for her “error.” Actually, there proba 
is no nation that does not have deeply-roo 
evils within her structure, and war will ne 
solve them. 

The advice of St. Paul, “Let every man ex 
amine himself,” has not outlived its usefulness 
What mistakes are we making? What legiti 
mate complaints are there against us? Is ther 
a friendly way of showing others their mistak- 
es and of getting what is due us? Honestly, 
is there a recourse to war? If so, how do the 
relative costs compare? Some patient and care- 
ful investigation is needed here. Whatever we 
do should be based on fact rather than fiction, 

Nations need to know to what extent they 
disagree. For example, some are called totalitar- 
ian, while others are called democratic. Actu- 
ally, dictators have a great amount of respect 
for public opinion, while we fall considerably 
short of being a democracy. It might be il 
luminating to inquire just to what extent we 
believe in democracy. Are we democratic in 
dealing with other nations? Do we believe in 
democracy in the control of corporations? Per- 
haps the first battle line for democracy is with- 
in our own hearts. If that is true, the battle 
will not terminate with the war. Democracy 
could perish even as we slew all foreign dicta- 
tors. We need cool heads and accurate informa- 
tion here, now and in the future. 

Nations quarrel about individualism and So- 
cialism. A great nation calls herself socialistic 
then proceeds to compromise with the in- 
dividual. With their individual wages, bank 
account, home, livestock and personal property 
one wonders why they chose to call themselves 
socialistic at all. 

Another great nation professes to believe if 
individualism then proceeds to make grouf 
ownership their standard basis of doing business 
Their socialistic Postal System, Army and Navy 


> 
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e operated quite as efficiently as the average 
ysiness that is managed by an individual. Cer- 
inly it is a great error to allow individuals 
disregard the welfare of their country. Is it 
t possible, therefore, that a bit more of fac- 
al information and a little less heat in the 
sence of it might help us nearer to the solu- 
on of some of these problems? 
It is tragic how little factual information we 
ive in solving some of the most basic problems 
life. Yet, if we knew what freedom is, to 
hat extent it is possible for everyone to have 
measure of.it, when and how it is violated, 
1d what methods best may achieve and pre- 
rve freedom, the larger part of our task would 
2 accomplished. “Wisdom stands in the gates” 
3t men are hurried; they are hungry, angry, 
raid. Many of their battles are important— 
ren imperative, but it is equally imperative 
vat the conduct of a man be in harmony with 
é eternal truth of God, lest it all be in vain. 
Such truth as we have we should cherish 
oder the solemn warning, 

“Even truth itself decays, and lo, 

“From truth’s sad ashes pain and falsehood 

grow.” 

Nor should we lightly assume that we have 
1compassed all of her infinite reaches and now 
| that remains is for us to force the world to 
imit our monopoly on truth and virtue. We 
ust continue our search, even amid the tur- 
oil, for when truth is uncovered, freedom will 
ot be far away. 
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zekiel: 36:26. A new heart will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you. 


O the Christian world Christmas is a sea- 

son of simple faith and the Eastertide one 

of deepest significance. But the Pentecost 
ason is without doubt the most beautiful. 
ven nature dedicates its magic splendor of 
reen leaves and enchanting scents to Pente- 
9st. And nature, budding and blooming, com- 
ands the hearts of men to awaken and take 
otice. Our lips solemnly part to join with the 
salmist (51:12) :—“Restore unto me the joy 
f thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 
rit.” . and miraculously we hear the 
sho in the words of the vision-seeing prophet 
zekiel:—(36:27)—“‘And I will put my spirit 
ithin you, and cause you to walk in my 
atutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do 
pom. ss 
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In this post-Pentecost season, let us turn our 
attention to the advantages of acquiring for 
ourselves a new heart and spirit. 


The problem of mankind has always been a 
problem of renewing both heart and spirit. In 
others words: since mankind gained the capacity 
for thought, it has rightly felt that the source 
of all misery has been the stubborn retaining of 
the old heart and spirit. Through thousands 
of years the old heart and spirit have contin- 
ually been the chief cause of selfishness, of an- 
tipathy, of humanitarian blindness .. . yes! they 
are the reasons we have neglected to lend a help- 
ing hand to the down-trodden and dying. And 
as this is true of the individual, so it is un- 
questionably true of the family, the commun- 
ity and even of the nation. And it is for this 
reason, from time immemorial, that thinking 
man has always sought to rid himself of the 
old heart and spirit. Great thinkers, alert theo- 
logians, ethical reformers have searched for 
ways and means to renew hearts and souls in 
order that men would better fulfill their higher 
calling. 

Innumerable have been the occasions wherein 
mankind tried to solve this problem and there- 
by gain the desired favor of his God. Altars 
have been mountained with priceless jewels; the 
fat of the land sacrificially burned . . . all for 
the appeasement of the gods. Man has not 
spared even himself: he has sacrificed his slaves 
and his children and tortured himself .. . 
unto death. But in all these futile endeavors 
man has always made one common error: He 
has tried only his own machinations and _ re- 
sources in attempting to renew his innermost 
self. 

Our Eternal God could not long bear to see 
such a resultless struggle. He sent us His only 
begotten Son, who taught us that the Heavenly 
Father is not an angry, avenging God, but a 
merciful Father, whose primary desire is ever- 
lasting life for his children. Thus, THAT soul 
is born anew which awakens to the realization 
that regeneration comes through the sacrifice 
of the Master and through the endless mercy of 
God our Father. 


But in spite of the fact that the renewal of 
heart and spirit comes to us through the free 
grace of God, there are certain obligations that 
must be fulfilled. 


1, We must realize that our own strength is 
insufficient to attain the good for which we 
strive. 

2. We must recognize the omnipotence of 
God our Creator and the comparative smallness 
of ourselves. 


3. We must acknowledge our waywardness 


Page 372 


even - 


and in humbleness increase our desire for a bet 
ter and more Christ-like life. t 

4, We must have a strong faith in that Go 
will never desert us but through the Good Shi 
herd will lead us ever homeward. That hea 
and spirit which can accept these truths wil 
arrive at a most marvelous understanding o 
Jesus’ nocturnal statement to the secretiy. 
Nicodemus: (John 3:3): “Verily, Verily I sa 
unto thee, except a man be born again, he can 
not see the kingdom of God.” 

5. The most important condition follows 
We are able to attain complete rebirth onl 
when we sever all ties of our old self and on 
old world. We cannot be children of Goda 
long as a single tie remains between us and ow 
old world. Jesus saw that the rich young rule: 
was tied to his former world by bonds of wealtl 
and thus tells him: “Go, sell thy goods and giv 
all to the poor and you shall have treasure ir 
the Kingdom of God.” Although this youns 
man filled most of the above mentioned condi. 
tions... he departs witha SAD HEART. © 

Our heart and soul must be given over com: 
pletely to God. There is neither room nor tim 
for petty bargaining. Either we belong to Goc 

. or we don’t! There are times we forge 
about brotherly love and Christian co-operatior 
and instead we destroy. There are times wher 
nothing but self counts. All these are sign 
of our old heart and spirit ruling over us .¢ 
and visible manifestations of a lack of spiritua 
advance on our part. ; 

The Holy Spirit of God brings about the de 
sired change for the better. A dominant Pau 
emerges from a spy-like Saul; a wayward Au 
ustine arises to be a creative force for unt 
centuries; a triple-denying Peter of Holy Wee 
becomes recreated and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit converts 3,000 souls on that first 
Pentecostal Day. The new heart and spirit 6 
which Ezekiel speaks is our assurance of a + 
ter life. 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER, D.D. 


The Law of God’s Green Pastures 


Ps.23:2. “He maketh me to lie down in green 
Pastures.” 


. 
OUTLINES ~ 
} 


This familiar gem of soul experience neec 
never grow old, nor lose its beautiful signifi- 
cance because of rural familiarity. Its 
adaptability takes it into every walk of life= 
poets and editors, as well as teachers and farm- 
ers, may appreciate its spiritual significance. 

I. It recognizes a _ beneficent Authority 
which does not drive but leads: “My yoke i 
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y” said Jesus; thus reiterating the note of 
oodness and mercy” in the Psalmist’s song. 
is form of Authority is still sovereign in the 
airs of men and nations; even among dic- 
ors—and American politicians. 


Il. It is a matter of choice, and appropri- 
on—"“My shepherd.” This free will clause 
plains why there is sin and conflict in the 
tld today. God permits the free moral 
ent (man) to exercise prerogatives; which 
ter may help him to appreciate the “rod and 


uff.” ‘Whosoever willeth to do... shall 
iow.” (John 7:17). “Believeth” (3:16). 
sonfess me before men” (Luke 12:8). 


Drinketh . . . that I shall give” (John 4:14). 


IH. It involves relaxation and trust—even 
bmission. The poise of faith is much needed 
these days of jittery politics and erratic social 
eories. 

IV. Like all of God’s laws it is never “‘out- 
-date” but always “up-to-date.” Like law 
avitation, we must adjust ourselves to it. Thus 
ill we find harmony and peace, soul restoration 
fest. 


aac—Pioneer in Intensive Farming 


en. 26:12, 19, 25. “Isaac sowed in that 
land . . . digged in the valley and found 
springing water... builded an altar there.” 


Intensive effort is always successful in get- 
1g results whether in plowing, or well-dig- 
g,—or looking deeper into religion. 

I. This implies a deeper look and broader in- 
liry into the heritage of faith, from our 
thers. Isaac’s altar stones may have been ar- 
nged differently—but there was still a sov- 
eign, spiritual Being, an all wise plan; and a 
yromise”’ of blessing, same as to Abraham. 

II. Isaac was not allured into the spectacular 
d- glamorous “‘mysteries of Egypt.” The old 
mestead and the “old-time” religion were 
od enough; with aforesaid modifications and 
aptations. 

III. Isaac did not expect the promised “‘bless- 
x”? (Ch. 26:2) to come without labor and 
f sacrifice. It required both faith and 
tience to clear out the old wells: and plow- 
g was much more laborious than grazing, as 
s father had done. There are no “short cuts.” 
an must “subdue and replenish” (Gen. 1:28). 
Jot by bread alone” (Luke 4:4). He re- 
iquished wells and acres in order to have 


ace, self sacrifice. 


“We trust thy word; man’s life is more than bread; 
We stall not live, save by the grace God yields. . .. 
That we may live, O Lord, with Thee, at pee - 

men. 


—Martin Schroeder. 
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JUST OUT 


KEEPING YOUR CHURCH IN THE NEWS 


BY W. AUSTIN BRODIE 


Every pastor needs this practical hand- 
book by an expert newspaper man and 


journalist. Just the information regard- 

ing preparation of copy, contacting the 

editor, press relations, etc., invaluable in 

the work of the church. ONLY $1.00. 
ALL BOOK STORES 


F. H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C. 


FREE FOR THE ASKING 


Many organizations are now finan- 
cing their war activities through 
distribution of NuGloss Perfumed 
Starch. Free Trial offer makes 
quick, easy sales. No investment. 
Samples and details FREE to 
Officials. Write today. 


STANDARD SPECIALTY CO. 
Ill. 


“25 years in the organization field” 


Dept. 208, Decatur, 


o. CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT ROBES * EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS ¢ STOLES * VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW CATALOG on Request 


NATIONAL EMIC CAP & GOWN CO. 
821-23 ARCH.ST. ieee PHILADELPHIA,PA. 
STHE SANITARY 2c 4 individual SV CURS 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 

The individual communion service permits an impressive cere- 
mony. We introduced in- 

dividual cups. We make the 
finest quality of beautiful qs a 
polished trays and supply 
thousands of satisfied con- 
gregations. Send for free 
Catalog with quotations. ° A 

SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester, N. Y. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


BRAND-NEW STEEL FOLDING CHAIRS 


Full Upholstered Seat and Form-Fitting Back 
Rubber Feet 


Send for Sample $19.50 a Dozen 
REDINGTON CO. Dept. 89 Scranton, Pa. 


AD 7; 5Y alu 
Pap IAB AW, He 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
OUTDOOR AND INDOOR 
INNER BOARDS & LETTERS 
FOR HOME MADE BULLETINS 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


Manufacturers 

W L. CLARK CO, Inc. 
52 LAFAYETTE ST, NEW YORK Predicts 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


J. J. SESSLER, Ph. D. 


Straight Plowing 
(How To Live Straight) 


ARRY was a farm boy. A boy on the 

farm does not have much opportunity to 

get lonesome. There are always so many 
things to do, and if he likes animals he has a 
whole farm full of pets. There were cows, 
horses, sheep, goats, turkeys, chickens, cats and 
dogs on Harry’s farm. 

A farm boy feels very proud of himself when 
his father allows him to drive a team of horses. 
So it was with Harry. He was now big enough 
to drive four heavy horses hitched to a plow. 
Day after day he sat on a plow pulled by the 
strong horses. Of course the horses were well 
trained, for had they really wanted to run 
away, Harry could not have held them. 

In a garden we use a spade to prepare the 
ground for planting but on the farm where 
fields are large we use a plow which is usually 
drawn by horses. The new field that Harry 
was to plow that day was very large. When 
one starts to plow such a large field it is im- 
portant that he begins right. When you mow 
the lawn the first cut through the grass should 
be straight. When you come to the other end 
of the lawn and look back the first cut should 


not be full of curves like a cork screw. It - 


should be as straight as a string. So if you 
begin right the rest of the mowing will be 
easier. 

Right in the center of the field which Harry 
was to plow there was a hill so he was unable 
to see the other end of the field. In such a 
field it is very important that the first furrow 
is straight. If the first furrow extends evenly 
without curves, the rest of the plowing is much 
easier. Therefore, Harry’s father went with 
him that morning, so that the first furrow 
would be plowed straight. 

No, the father did not intend to plow the 
first furrow for Harry. Harry had to do this 
himself. But the father could help him. 

This is the way it was done. Harry with his 
plow and horses stood ready at one end of the 
field. His father walked ahead until he was 
on top of the hill and could see both ends of 
the field. On the hill the father took a position 
so that if Harry plowed directly toward him, 
the first furrow would be straight and square 
with the rest of the field. 

Now it was up to Harry. Could he drive 
his four horses directly toward his father so 
that the first furrow would be straight? How 
would you do it if you were in Harry’s place? 
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If he looked back after starting he would & 
tainly put a crook in his furrow. If he looke 
down and kept his eyes on the ground, he woul 
lose sight of his father and the furrow woul 
resemble a large snake crawling over th 
ground. Therefore, Harry did exactly as h 
father had instructed, “Keep your eye on 
and plow straight toward me and the furro 
will be straight.” Harry followed these direc 
tions and when he reached the place where h 
father stood, he stopped and looked back. HF 
was surprised and happy that he had plowe 
such a straight furrow. 

The father did not plow the furrow fe 
Harry. Harry did it himself. All that th 
father asked of him was that he plow directl 
toward him. 

The straight furrow reminds us of living 
straight life. We have to live our life just lik 
Harry had to plow his furrow. By a straigh 
life we mean a life that is true, honest and god 
ly. God is asking us to keep our eyes on 
and live directly toward Him. We must a 
swerve to the right nor to the left, then ou 
life will be straight. Harry did not look bae 
nor down, he looked ahead toward his fathe 
Jesus said, ““No man having put his hand t 
the plow and looking back is fit for the King 
dom of God.” As Harry kept his eyes on h 
father so we must always keep our eyes on Gox 
If we do that our living will be straight. 7 
a. te a a 
A Happy Anniversary 
(Giving Yourself to God) $ 

COBBLER could be seen mending shoe 


day after day, in a window in a corm 
store. He was an old man. Most of th 
business men in that city could not reme 
the time that he was not in that window men 
ing shoes. He knew most of the people an 
they all knew him. He rarely missed a dayi 
his shop. . 
He and his wife had three children. Floy. 
the oldest son, was a successful business man 3 
the same city. Betty had married a farmer ar 
lived in the other end of the state. Herma 
the youngest of the three, was a minister an 
lived over a thousand miles away. Floyd wh 
lived so near, came in several times a week 1 
see his aged parents, and Betty managed to g 
home about twice a year. But with Herma: 
the minister who lived so far away, it was di 
ferent. He seldom got home. ‘ 
The old father and mother were going © 
celebrate their golden wedding anniversary f 
they had been married fifty years. Even t 
morning of the anniversary the old cobbler w 
in his shop, ‘“‘Good-morning, good-mornin 
grandpa,” said a customer, “what makes y 
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happy this morning? You are singing so 
ously.” 

“Don’t you hear me sing on other days?” 
ed the old cobbler. 

“Yes, indeed,” replied the customer, “but 
ally you do not sing quite so loudly.” 
“Well, there is a reason for that,” answered 
old man. “Today is our golden wedding an- 
ersary and my three children will be at 
me, even Herman from far away. Tell me, 
uldn’t you sing, too?” 

“I should say I would,” replied the customer, 
nd let me congratulate you.” 

The afternoon and evening were given over 
celebrating. Floyd left his place of business 
rly to help his aged parents get the house in 
der for the big occasion. And Floyd brought 
1 anniversary gift to show his love? Betty 
rived with her car loaded with many things 
at she raised on her farm. Proudly she 
ried them into the house and placed them. 
here were many kinds of fruit and vegetables, 
esh and canned. This was her gift to her 
rents. 

Of course, the day would not be complete 
ithout Herman. What a happy occasion that 
as when the family circle was complete with 
| three children home for the golden wedding 
niversary! Herman noticed the table loaded 
ith the many things which Betty had brought. 
Well, Betty,” he said, “there is enough here 
yan army. And what is this? One hundred 
lars!” 

“That is from Floyd,” said the mother. 
Then Herman clasping the hands of his aged 
rents and looking into their eyes said, “What 
in I give you on this happy day? I have no 
rm with fruit and vegetables; and I have 
sly enough money for return train fare. In 
ct it took me a long time to save enough 
oney to get here. So I can bring you only 
1e gift.” 

“And what is that gift?” asked the father 
his eyes became moist with tears. 

“Believe me,” said Herman, “‘it is a good gift, 
is the best I have, it is the gift of myself. 
ere I am, I give myself to you. I am your 
n forever.” 

As Floyd, Betty and Herman wanted to show 
cir love to their parents by some gift, so we, 
0, ought to show our love for God with our 
fts. When we give our money to the Church 
1d to others who are in need, we are giving 
_God. When we help in the Church and do 
yod deeds that, too, is a gift to God. But the 
eatest gift we can bring to God is ourselves. 
erman made his parents happy by giving him- 
lf. The greatest gift you can bring to God 
yourself. 
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meer 2 CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog containing 
illustrations and prices of the var- 
ious types of bulletins made by us. 
A post card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name of your 
church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Dept. E Ashtabula, Ohio 


“™™ BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED “&® 
SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates- 
Experience over 25 years. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 Fifth Avenue, New York City 


COMMUNION TABLES 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid For Memorial Presentation. Priced 
from $25.00 upward. Booklet of Designs 
Submitted On Request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY, DEPT. 500, SCRANTON, PA. 
Bible Markers 


CHURCH ssrmcsce 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS — SILK FLAGS — BANNERS 
WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. Tenth St., Philadelphia 


EMBROIDERIES 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of va- 
rious styles sent on receipt of 25c. 


Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 


27 N. 6th Bt. PHILADELPHIA 


ae or PENIES 


EASY TO GET 


Collecnng a mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Society 
The coins will not drop off of our holders. No adhesive used Write for Samples and Prices 


THE HARRISON CO, UNION CITY, 


DeLONG & DeLONG 


CHURCH and SUNDAY SCHOOL FURNITURE 
1505 RACE STREET. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


True Patriotism 
Heb. 11:14. “They seek a heavenly country.” 
President Cleveland in speaking on the Tariff 
once said: “It is a condition that we face, 
gentlemen, and not a theory.” Whatever are 
the political, economic and social factors which 
disrupt peace and bring on war (and there are 
many) when the chips are down and the issues 
made clear—America is there. Patriotism is 
not dead. It only seemeth so as it lieth down 
for a brief season, perhaps. But a slight foot- 
fall, however stealthy, will often awaken it. 
Of course, there is a false and a true patriotism, 
a false and true liberty and security just as 
there is a false and a true religion. True patri- 
otism however, especially in America, where 
free exchange of communication of ideas has 
long persisted, finds its best expression. But 
even here, more and more, an alert and intelli- 
gent citizenship must be shown. We are in the 
main, a patient and long-suffering people. We 
rebel at any conscious effort to “put something 
over” us. We do not hear so much trumpet 
enthusiasm, apart from our radio programs as 
was noted twenty-five years ago. There is a 
hardness, today, a grimness, a knowledge of the 
task to be done, but in the spirit of our best 
traditions. We are not free from faults and 
shortcomings, but America is dipping as never 
before into the barrel to provide money for in- 
creasing taxes, to provide the sinews of war, to 
“keep the home-fires burning” and provide a 
full coal-bin, a pantry and diet with the proper 
and sufficient number of vitamins and with the 
ever-increasing donations, assessments, dues, 
pledges which characterize a “free” people. 
William James said that there were two types 
of religion, one for the “tough-minded” and the 
other for the “tender-minded.” The typical 
American has both these and more today. The 
real “tough” job of all is not in having to buy 
War Bonds (a privilege) nor in the rationing 
of a few essentials and non-essentials, but in 
“Holding the Fort” without losing our faith 
and soul—to hold our souls in patience. 


Music Lightens the Task 


I Chron. 15:16. “The singers with instruments 
of music.” 

William Green of the American Federation 
of Labor says ‘‘Music is the friend of labor—it 
lightens the task by refreshing the nerves and 
spirits of the workers."—F. H. McConnell, 
New York Times Magazine. 


Page 376 


Spirituality as Culture 
I Jno. 4:20. “the seen- and unseen.” 
He who will not see that Big Finance is a big 
factor in the creation of Big Wars, Big Infla 
tions and Big Depressions today is either moral 
ly or intellectually blind, perhaps, wilfully anc 
even criminally negligent. How shall we de 
velop a true religious culture without an under 
standing of those economic and political forces 
which make or destroy spirituality? When we 
use the term “spirituality’—we connote a cul 
ture of mind as well as spirit, toward God and 
man, and not the usual trite, confused and in 
coherent meaning and use of the term. Th 
Church must tell the world that bad economies 
and bad legislation may not only destroy faith 
hope and love in God, but also in each othe 
(which is society). “He who does not love his 
brother (society) whom he has seen—cannot 
love God (the kingdom) whom he has no 


seen,” 


Banks and Religion 
Matt. 23:11. “who is greatest must be you 
servant.” 

Apropos to the above, we ought to read im 
addition to our Bibles, a standard work, “An 
Economic Interpretation of History.” The 
brary has an excellent bibliography. A 
“The Protestant Reformation in England and 
Ireland” by Cabot (1824) states that by Act 


_of Parliament in 1694, there was created a cor- 


poration bearing the title, ““The Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England.” This bil 
however was first passed under the guise of < 
so-called “Shipping and Tonnage Act.” M 
bills since then have also been passed under 
mask and disguise. But where did this ph: 
“starvation in the midst of plenty” arise? 
Cabot continues: “From this bill (above) arose 
loans, funds, banks, bankers, banknotes, a na 
tional debt; things that England had never 
heard of before—things without which she ha 
previously got along very well without.” 7: 
bill invented to carry on War and for perso 
to lend to government for usury—resulted 
“Starvation Arising in the Midst of Abur 
dance.” Incidentally, the great Bank of Eng- 
land is controlled by sixteen families. Our own 
Federal Reserve System of Banks is also private- 
ly-owned and privately-controlled. : 


Going Through ; 

I Sam. 4:9. “Be strong, and quit yourselves 

like men.” ; 

The following story was related by John D. 

Rockefeller, Jr., in the course of a radio address: 
During the war there was a sector on t 

French front that was being held at a 
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acrifice. Already the removal to the rear of 
e wounded and supplies had begun, when up 
e road came a troop of soldiers, clear of eye, 
bronzed countenance and dauntless mein, 
arching under the American flag. 

To the right and left along the roadside, men 
ith blanched faces put to the leader of the 
jolumn the question: 

“Can you hold them? Can you hold them?” 
“Can we hold ‘them?’ replied he. “We are 
oing through!” 


on Made Glad the Father’s Heart 
rov. 15:20. “A wise son maketh a glad 
father.” 

There is a story of a well-known artist whose 
ather, also an artist, came to live with him in 
is old age. The old man spent his days mak- 
ng with his feeble fingers little models in clay. 
oor things they often were at best. But at 
ught, while the father slept, the son would take 
hem in his strong and skillful hands, softening 
he crude lines and shaping them into beauty. 
And in the morning light, when the old man 
ooked at them, his heart was gladdened, though 
le never guessed the secret. So God does with 
he service we offer Him in faithfulness, per- 
ecting our poor best.—James Reid. 


ndependence—From What? 
no. 8:36. “If the Son sets you free.” 
gal. 5:1. “This is the freedom.” 

Is our independence and liberty, merely one 
£ freedom from responsibility of our thoughts 
nd acts?—we think not. Is our freedom but 
thin veneer of priggish sentimentality and 
uffing insincerity?o—we think not. Is our 
redom but another way of getting a free seat 
t a Red Cross, a Church or a Community 
Thest Banquet?—we think not. It surely is 
ot merely a trumpet call to duty free from 
he challenge and burden which a real call to 
luty implies. But just why do some persons, 
‘ou and I know, want to be “free” anyway? 
ill personal questions, which may really prove 
o be quite “hot” in our hands, if we ‘don’t 
yatch out.” We once knew a man so “free” 
s to be always unemployed and out of work. 
Te often said that he was “looking for work,” 
ut was just a little too set on his toes, like a 
printer, to take to his heels, whenever work 
pproached him. The liberty and freedom of 
he Christian is never an abused and false lib- 
rty. He, of all knows well the difference be- 
ween a moral and ethical liberty and a spine- 
25s, toothless and conscienceless license. Your 
berty and mine is a blood-bought affair. It 
annot be dictated and regimented by politi- 
ians, kings or despots. It came from God, 
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THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 
J. C. Deagan, Inc., 
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BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES 


Crosses, Vases, Candlesticks, Candelabras, 
Missal Stands, Offering Plates, Chalices, 
Ciboriums, Patens. Booklet of designs sub- 
mitted on request. 


J.P. Redington & Co., Dept. 800, Scranton, Pa. 


Chicago 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


Money For Your Treasury 


Over 2,000,000 
Sunflower Dish Cloths 


were sold in 1941 by members of Sunday Schools, 
Ladies’ Aids. Young People’s Group, etc. They enable 
you to earn money for your treasury, and make 
friends for your organization. 

Sample Free to Official 


SANGAMON MILLS - Est. 1915 - Cohoes, N. Y. 


Church CHindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph, Mo. 


i Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, i 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


Beautify Your Church 


WITH 


Wianitowoc Fine Furniture 


Write for Drawings and Prices 
MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 


Dept. 8 


See a Gospel sound 
film and be convinced 
of its effectiveness in 
presenting God’s 
Word. Send today for 
descriptive booklet. 


C:-0. BAPTISTA 
FILMS (Dept. 13) 


325 West Huron Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


She 
SCRIPTURES | 


SOUND FILMS 


When the world is at its worst, the Church 
must be at its best. 
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therefore we know no freedom which confers 
upon man—the absolute right to do whatever 
he pleases. Christ grants the right—the moral 
right to do as Christians—whatever we ought 
to do. The supply of human rights, liberty, 
freedom and independence is constantly dimin- 
ishing today. We must needs conserve, guard 
and protect every ounce of personal and collec- 
tive freedom that is left. For when once lost 
—it cannot entirely be recovered. And that’s 
one of the jobs that Christians understand just 
a little better than non-Christians. 


Vacation Time 
Mark 6:31. “Come away to some quiet place, 
and rest a little while.” 

A vacation should be an excellent time for a 
good physical check-up and build-up. It is 
hardly complete, however, without a mental, 
moral and spiritual renovation. For of what 
avail is a blood test and table measurement 
without a 100 per cent personality score? The 
forces of industrialism, urbanism, secularism 
and paganism have made great inroads upon 
our individual and collective character. Then 
add depressions, wars, inflation and deflations 
and you have more than a cupful of rapidly ac- 
cruing woes and misery. In such a time as 
this, we need the comfort and stimulus of 
prayer. Not necessarily the stereotyped and 
stilted parrot-like type of mere talk and con- 
versation, but the kind which comes from fel- 
lowship and comradeship in a great cause with 
Divinity. Such prayers are never boresome. 
They function, because they are originally con- 
ceived in the mercy, righteousness and love of 
God. He who believes in the inviolability of 
the moral and divine laws of the universe 
knows that it is futile and folly to run across 
those basic truths. There is no universally ap- 
plicable principle, save in Christianity, which 
generates adequate moral and spiritual motor 
power to enable man to have respect for per- 
sonality, and the cherishing of good-will rather 
than evil toward all men. Let’s come back re- 
freshed in body, spirit and outlook this year. 
That means constructive rather .than destruc- 
tive recreation. 


Takes Time to Make a Home 
John 19:27. “His own home.” 

Your home’s your home. Yes, but what is 
your home? In England we do not use the 
word, as people do over here, to mean simply a 
house. We never talk about buying a home: 
we talk about buying (or renting) a house and 
making a home. There are three dimensions to 
a house, but four to a home; and the fourth is 
time.—From Jan Struther in the Introduction 
to Women of Britain, Harcourt, Brace. 
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THE PLACE WHERE THOU STANDEST 
By Paul Scherer. Harper and Brothers. 
$1.50. 

One is usually inclined to discount the publisher's 
advertisement on the paper cover of a book, and when 
this one has this notice, “Twenty-five superb sermons 
that help a person find a meaning for life in a chaotie 
world,” one’s immediate reaction is “Well, I wish this 
might be even half way true!’ But a careful reading 
of the book by Dr. Scherer indicates that the extray- 
agant words of the publishers are fully justified by 
the messages within the volume. 

Dr. Scherer knows where humanity stands today, 
knows the perils and difficulties of the times, and 
knows not only the eternal message of God, but also 
how to apply that message with power and beauty. 
Sermon students will be surprised and delighted to see 
the large use that the author makes of Peter’s epistles 
in his choice of sermon themes. The messages are 
suggestive, and personally helpful. 

—Charles Haddon Nabers, 
REALITY IN PREACHING 
By Russell D. Snyder, Otto A. Piper, Oscar F. Black- 
welder and Fred C. Wiegman. Philadelphia. The 
Muhlenberg Press. 168 pp. cloth. $1.50. 

These are the Kessler Lectures delivered at Hamma 
Divinity School in Springfield, Ohio, during 1940. Dr 
Snyder is Professor of Practical Theology in the Luth- 
eran Seminary at Philadelphia; Dr. Piper is Professor 
of Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary; Dr. 
Blackwelder is Pastor of the Lutheran Church of the 
Reformation at Washington, D. C. and a popular radio 
preacher; Dr. Wiegman is President of Midland Col- 
lege and Western Theological Seminary. Four men 
could hardly produce a more unified and integrated 
series of lectures than this one. i 


_ Dr. Snyder discusses the place and use of Scripture 
in Preaching. Dr. Piper discusses doctrine, histor 
and preaching. Dr. Blackwelder discusses the place o 
culture in preaching. Dr. Wiegman discusses the 
preacher's fervor. f 


These preaching lectures have a different quality 
from most. The subject matter is well inec 
ably presented. To these men, preaching becomes a 
Passion which seeks to present the living Christ to 
men and set men on fire for Him and His Truth. This 
is a book worth having in any preacher's library. 
—W. R. Siegart. 


176 pages. 


THE CONFLICT WITHIN MYSELF 
By Earle V. Pierce, D.D. Revell Company. 
$1.50. 

This book contains a series of “interpretative ad- 
dresses’’ dealing with “conflicts which go on in the soul 
between the flesh and the spirit of even the saints of 
God.” One reads, in the pages of this altogether fas- 
cinating story, of conflicts with “hurt pride, selfish- 
ness, inborn characteristics, the infantile, discipline, de- 
sire, depression, suffering and sin.” 

A book of insight into the lives of various Biblical 
characters, the author talks of such individuals as 
Ruth and Orpah, Job, the Psalmists, Peter, Mary and 
Martha and others. 

This panorama of problems, however, reaches out 
with its healing purpose beyond these ancients and re- 
lates itself to similar experiences in life foday. Here 
is something out of the beaten path of sermonic effort 
that will bring reward and refreshment to every reader. 
A first book by the author, one agrees with Curtis Lee 
Laws in his Introduction and hopes this may not be 
Dr. Pierce’s last book of this type. 


—Harry W. Staver. 


192 pages. 
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E HIGHWAY OF GOD 
Ralph W. Sockman. 
x. $2.00. 

This volume comprises the Lyman Beecher Lectures 
Preaching at Yale for 1940-41. With this series 
ntinuing for seventy years, with four omissions, one 
ay wonder if anything new could be said on the 
bject. After considerable meditation Dr. Sockman 
ok as his basic theme, Jesus’ estimate of John as 
corded in Matthew 11:2-20 and Luke 7:19-35. Then 
proceeds to give six lectures which present a chal- 
nge to the Christian ministry in the present day. 
Dr. Sockman lives in the present and the future. 
e is alive to the needs of the day and he presents 
ese in a convincing manner. He ealls upon the 
hristian prophet to penetrate our modern wilderness 
ith a vital Christianity; to be concerned not only 
ith the present, but also the future. He presents a 
orientation course and tries to map the way for 
ergymen today. 

This volume will well repay study. 


Macmillan. 218 pp. and in- 


It will take its 
on this well 


lace as one of the outstanding series 
mown foundation. 


—W. R. Siegart. 
"AITHFUL ALSO IN MUCH , 
sy John E. Simpson. Revell. 96 pp. $1.00. 

Dr.- Simpson has written several books on steward- 
hip. This is another one in the series. Here he takes 
aoney and possessions and traces man’s. required 
tewardship from Genesis to Revelation. Tte entire 
ook is based on Scripture and should prove a source 
ook on the subject of Stewardship and the Bible. 

—W. R. Siegart. 


‘"AITH UNDER FIRE 
$y Michael Coleman. Scribner’s. 160 pp. $1.50. 

Out of the Battle of Britain have come divers voices 
rying in the night. The voices of anguish and hatred, 
he voices of faith and trust. Of these latter no 
tranger words have come into being that those of 
‘faith Under Fire. 

All Hallows Church is gone now. Reduced to ruins 
s was the Druid temple upon which its foundations 
rere laid. King Alfred may have prayed beneath 
fs groins and arches, and in its sacred precincts rested 
or a century and a half the noble heart of Richard, 
he Lionhearted. But the spirit of All Hallows lives 
n. Its beautiful ministry cannot be quenched by a 
eluge of bombs or purged by the ordeal of flame. 
.s a living testimony of this fact Faith Under Fire 
as been written. 

The Reverend Michael Coleman is vicar of All Hal- 
yws. He is more than that. He is the angel of the 
omb shelter, the minister of the sorrowing, frighten- 
d soul. In this ministry he has gained a knowledge 
f the heart of a people at war such as few other 
lergymen possess. 

The great questions of mankind are answered in 
hese chapters. They are fuller answers than mere 
peculative discussion about a conference table. They 
re the convictions of the human soul under the ordeal 
f death. Talking, praying, ministering to the little 
roups that were sheltered away under ground while 
he bombs crashed and blew London to bits, Michael 
oleman found dynamic answers to such questions as 
Does God really exist? Is God good? Is the Old 
lestament true and of value today? What is meant 
y the Incarnation? Is Jesus Christ God?” 

These questions find answer in the first part of the 
ook. The second half of the volume is given to a 
iscussion of the person and ministry of Christ, and 
ne nature and purpose of the Church: its creed, its 
acraments and the value of prayer. 

Prefacing every chapter is a brief section setting 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 
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Illustrated booklet on request. 
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Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
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State your needs, name of 
84 Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
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705 Railway Exchange Bldg. Montreal, Canada 
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forth the situation and conditions under which it came 
into being. Here is a volume to bring one up short 
against the vital realities of faith as that faith proves 


itself capable of standing up “under fire.” 
—Paul D. Leedy. 


Priorities 
(From page 366) 


estimated cost of which is less than 
$5,000, may be undertaken. 

4, Construction that is authorized by the 
Director of Priorities of the office of 
Production Management may be under- 
taken. 

Where limited or critical building materials 
are required, an application must be made for 
priorities assistance, accompanied by a complete 
statement as to the need and exact requirements 
of materials. Forms PD-200 and PD-200-a, 
which are bound together, should be secured 
from the Federal Housing Administration 
office having jurisdiction over the local ter- 
ritory. 

Also, an application must be made for specific 
authorization to begin construction, stating 
why the desired building is urgently needed. 

F. H. A. field offices are in major cities. This 
Bureau can advise their location. 

Dr. F. W. Mueller, Chairman of the sub-com- 
mittee on priorities of the Church Building 
Committee, The Home Missions Council, and 
this office are in contact with the Government 
authorities representing the needs 
church buildings and improvements in certain 
kinds of situations. Up to April 9th, church 
building was permitted as well as other build- 
ing when non-critical materials were available. 
Doctor Mueller has got the matter right up to 
the White House. 

We are informed by Government agents that 
the action of local F. H. A. offices in permit- 
ting the use of materials is likely to depend upon 
the supply of critical materials in the locality. 

There seems to be no shortage of lumber or 
brick. Substitutes for metals are being devel- 
oped. 

Let us add, that funds for contemplated 
equipment can be collected, so that purchases 
may be made when the equipment is again 
available. This should include Heating Units, 
Lighting, Organs, Chimes, Bells, Art Glass, 
Kitchen Equipment, and funds for new build- 
ings. Church members employed in Defense 
plants are earning a high rate of wages, and 
pledges to the Churches should be kept up faith- 
fully, if not increased, and the funds should be 
shepherded carefully against the day when need- 
ed equipment is available. All faithful members 
will see the wisdom of such a plan, and cooper- 
ate in carrying it out. 
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of new ~ 


GOD’S SERVICE FLAG 
The evening star a child espied, 
The one star in the sky. 
“Ts that God’s service flag?” he cried, 
And waited for reply. 


The mother paused a moment ere 
She told the little one: 

"Yes, that is why the star is there! 
God gave his only Son!” 


FOR GOD AND MAN 

It is great to be out where the fight is strong, ~ 
To be where the heaviest troops belong, 

And to fight there for man and God. 


O, it seams the face and it tires the brain; 
It strains the arm till one’s friend is pain, 
In the fight for man and God. i 


But it’s great to be out where the fight is strong 
To be where the heaviest troops belong, 4 
And to fight there for man and God. ; 
—Cleland B. McAfee 


Weddings ; 
(From page 361) t 

join in saying it. 
Bride’s flowers (if she carries a bouquet): 
Shift bouquet from right arm to left art 
when your father gives you over to groom. © 
Hand bouquet to maid of honor immediateh 
after you arrive at altar. 


Receive bouquet back after bridal kiss. 
A Diagram of the Church 


Our church is so arranged that the ceremom 
can be performed in two parts, one at the chan 
cel rail, and the other part at the altar, as im 
dicated in the diagram below. This diagram” 
have on a separate sheet of paper and pass i 
around while giving the above instructions 
Pastors whose churches are designed otherwis 
could easily make a similar diagram after study 
ing their churches. { 


eh 


(Altar rail) Pastor 


Bride Groom Best 
of Man 


(Chancel rail) Pastor 


oan EE 
Usher Maid Bride Groom Best Usher 
of Man 
Honor 
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I have in my possession a 1935 copy of The 
Minister’s Annual, Volume VII, published by 
your Company. I have used the book with so 
much profit that I am anxious to know if you 
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still publish such a yearly volume. If-- so, I 
would like to know the date of its appearance 
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ciples aside. The latter yield, but are not destroyed. 
Such is democracy. The world knows nothing better. 

—wW. P. Christy, D.D. 
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